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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE TIMES: SJ:4:00-5:30-7:00pm | BH: 5:30pm

EXPERIENCE THE JOY OF THE GIVING SEASON

One of the best ways to celebrate a Christ-centered Christmas is to give to others. First Church is sponsoring the following
opportunities to give back to Christ this holiday season. Participate as you are able. As you give to the least, you give to
Jesus.

CHRIST BIRTHDAY OFFERING FIRST CHURCH GIVING TREE

For over 60 years, First Church has participated in the annual

Christ Birthday Offering observed throughout all of the Church You will have an opportunity this year to give:

of God. This offering, sponsored by Women of the Church of o gifts/supplies for the Military Support group boxes going
God (WCG), has raised over $1.4 million annually which goes out to our military personnel (list will be available
directly to support mission work in the U.S. and around the November 20/21 at all worship services)

world e special gifts to the children of McCord School

e gifts for some of our First Church and community
families in need
e items for women and children staying at the Safe Shelter

First Church has always been generous in supporting this effort.
Last year, First Church contributed over $26,000 to the national
offering. Our goal this year is $30,000. With your help, we can
do this!

Stop by the Giving Tree and help First Church spread God’s

(Read more about this special annual offering on page 7) ! L . -
love through the gift of giving this Christmas!

g oot § A BENTON HEIGHTS CHRISTMAS
B CHRISTMAS B

Our Benton Heights campus will celebrate Christmas in some fun ways! On November 21, 4-6pm,
we will distribute baskets of apples to the neighbors with an invitation to join us for Sunday evening
gatherings during Advent. These gatherings will include: Game Night (Nov 28), Christmas crafting &
tree trimming (Dec 5), caroling (Dec 12), and gift wrapping & kids’ Christmas movie (Dec 19)!

Each week, we will share a meal/refreshments and enjoy time spent together with our neighbors.
If you would like to be a part of A Benton Heights Christmas in some way, contact Wendy Ahrens:
wahrens839@comcast.net / 269.985.0599.

McCORD CHRISTMAS STORE

Hands-on Ministry is again sponsoring a Christmas Store for the children at McCord Elementary in Benton Harbor, on Monday &
Tuesday, December 13 & 14. During school hours, children are given the opportunity to learn to give to others as they shop for “gifts’
in this ‘store.’

We need your help and it could be as simple as looking through what you already have to donate like-new items to this outreach. A
donation box is in the Gathering Area throughout November. If you need ideas, there is also a list of suggested donations.

You can also experience the wonderful feeling of giving by helping the children at McCord School shop and wrap their gifts. Sign-up to
help in the Gathering Area or call Deb Ward at 269.429.0925

Building Bridges < Transforming Lives




Middle School Ministry. . .
D-Groups

IMPORTANT NOTE: PARENT NIGHT IS CANCELLED--
ROLLER SKATING IS ON!

Due to recent flooding in the Attic, Parent Night is postponed until after the
holidays. Instead, D-Groups will meet at Lakeshore Roller World Wednesday
(Nov 17), 6:30-8:30pm. Cost is $5/student. Meet you there!

Aside from the flood, D-groups has been going great. Students are half way
through a Proverbs devotional study. Each week they are being challenged to
transform their lives for Christ.

Recently, a group of 8th-grade volleyball players got together with their principal
and held a volleyball match fundraiser (volleyball players vs. Upton staff) to
raise money for our Ugandan children. Over $200.00 was raised and will be
sent to Uganda to buy Christmas presents for our children. Way to go, girls!

More information about middle school ministries can be found online at:

VVELL(f GRACE MINISTRIES
Girls Restored And Christ Exalred

For Girls ages 13-18
A club especially designed for girls, with activities
to help them learn about self-esteem, explore their
strengths & connect with others.

For Young Adult Women ages 18-25
A structured program that consists of therapeutic

myfirstchurch.com/middleschool

High School Ministry. . .
TRIBE

Fall is here and the high school ministry is busy as ever. Here are some of our

upcoming events:

e Sunday, November 14, the high schoolers will be collect-
ing canned food for the “Southwest Michigan Community Action
Agency.” Meet in the Life Center at 5PM to be part of this fun
service project!

* Need to get away? Come to Warner Camp November 19-21
and experience Fall Retreat. It’'s a chance to set aside the things
that have been getting you down and help reconnect you with
Jesus. Cost: $65. Registration forms are now available online and
around the church.

Check out the high school ministries webpage at: myfirstchurch.com/
highschool

THANK YOU!

Words cannot express how grateful
we are to have such a wonderful
church family! Thank you for all the
love and affirmation you have shown
us during this time of celebration.
We feel incredibly blessed by your
generous gifts to our family. You are
loved!

--Chris & Candi

activities and discussions that meet the emotional,
physical & spiritual needs of young women.

Both programs are free of charge and
facilitated by licensed therapists.

5675 Fairview Avenue
Stevensville, MI 49127
Telephone: (269) 428-9355
Website: wellofgraceministries.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS

First Tuesdays

Join us in the Sanctuary at lunchtime the first Tuesday of
each month for prayer and fasting. Our next First Tuesday
is December 1, 12:00-1pm. This is a come-n-go event.

\olleyball on Mondays

Come to the Life Center Mondays, 6:30-9:30pm, for a
healthy game of volleyball. All levels welcome; we have
several courts set up. Volleyball will continue through
December 21, except for Nov. 30, due to a conflicting
event. Questions? Tim Worrell, 429-4440 / tcworrell2002@
yahoo.com.

Blood Pressure Clinics

Blood Pressure Clinics will be held at both campuses on
Sunday, December 6: 10:30-11:30am, in Room 5 at the
SJ campus and immediately following service (12:00-
12:30pm) in the Fellowship Hall at the BH campus. This
is a free service offered by our Parish Nurse Beth Fiskars.




LLadron in Casa (translation:Thief in the House)

Church family,

We often ask you to pray for our missionaries. The following true story from Julie Kurrle, our “Michigan
Missionary’” to Paraguay shows us why it is so important. Your prayers do make a difference!

--Pastor Rick Blumenberg

Letter from Julie Kurrle:

Today was a day 1’d never like to repeat. | woke at 6:11a.m. and
went to the front door. As I unlocked the door | felt someone behind
me. | turned and saw a man in our living room with a spear in his
hand. He grabbed me.

I screamed and yelled (for our dog, our neighbor, anyone). He
was big, about 200 pounds, and wore a white motorcycle helmet.
| kicked and screamed and knocked down chairs. After wrestling
with him for almost 10 minutes, | realized | should ask what he
wanted. He said, “Quiero plata.” (“‘I want money.”)

I told him to let me go so | could get my purse. Instead he dragged
me by the hair to my room where Timmy was sleeping and where
my wallet was. | gave himall | had. Since it was dark (he had turned
off the power to the house), he could not see the wad of bills | gave
him. As he tied my feet and hands | felt the need to pray for this
man. | prayed out loud in Spanish:

“Lord, please help this man. Give him a good job so he doesn’t rob
anymore. Bless his wife and kids and keep them in health. Prosper
him and help him to change his ways. Speak to him Lord in your
name | pray. Amen”

He paused as | prayed, then gagged me with white plastic and tied
cloth over my eyes. | continued to pray and ask protection over
Timmy, who was only a few feet from me and who did not wake up
the entire time.

The man left the room and | immediately hopped over to my
nightstand, grabbed my cell phone then hopped back to the floor
where | was supposed to be. | sent a text message to my sister-in-
law Priscila, “Ladron in casa” (Thief in the house). | prayed she
would get the message (it was only 6:25am).

The man came back into my room the moment | clicked the *“send”
button and I quickly hid my phone. He was angry. Apparently he
saw | had only given him $7. He gagged me tightly with another
cloth and said he wanted more money. Thankfully, I had paid
several bills yesterday and had no more money!

At that moment my cell phone, hidden under my arm, rang! Priscila
had received the message! The man asked what that was and | told
him | had called the police and they were on their way.

The man immediately let me go and asked me how to get out. He
went to the back door and | waited a few minutes to make sure
he had left before | got up. My brother-in-law arrived within two
minutes and the police were on the scene five minutes later.

Sandy, our dog, chased his scent to the road, but it seems he had

3

an escape motorcycle hidden in the woods. The police took
my report and | went to sign it at the police station. The
county police will do an investigation on the items that he left
(including a flashlight and the cloth and rubber he used to tie
me.)

I tell you all this so that:

* You can praise God with me that | wasn’t hurt, (some
bruising) nor was our precious son touched. God watches
over us and we give God praise and thanksgiving for our
protection!

* You can pray for us with fervor. My close friend told
me she dreamed last night that a dragon was chasing me
and she woke at 4 am to intercede for me. | thank God for
her sensitivity to pray. Please pray God protects us as we
serve here.

e Pray the police catch this man and that he have a true
encounter with the Living God!

Thank you so much! God gave me a sense of peace and sharp
thinking in the most critical moments this morning. | ask that
you pray | would have no fear when Norberto is away. | put
my trust in the Lord and | give my life to him.

ILoveYourt  Julie

P.S. from Pastor Rick: One reason for this problem is that
Norberto & Julie’s house is unfinished and therefore not
secure. Some First Church folks want to help finish and secure
it. If you would like to contribute to this cause, see Pastor Bob
Confer.

Julie, Timmy, & Norberto Kurrle



Year-end Giving

In order to receive giving credit for donations for 2010, the IRS has
certain requirements. Donors must deliver or mail (and postmark)
checks on or by December 31st in order to claim a charitable contribution
deduction for 2010.

Checks that are placed in the church offering during the first worship
service in 2011 will not qualify for a charitable contribution deduction
in 2010, even if the check is predated to 2010 or was actually written in
2010. However, checks that are written, mailed, and postmarked in 2010
will be deductible in 2010 even if a church does not receive them until
2011 (provided that the check is dated 2010). If the church receives a
check in 2010 and the check is dated 2011, then we cannot cash it in
2010, and therefore it will be a 2011 donation.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact Pastor Greg at
either gordon@myfirstchurch.com or 983-1524 ext.12.

Thank you for your support.

House is for 20-Somethings

If you’re 20-something, get plugged into a House group (weekly small
group Bible study). We have all the ingredients for an awesome night: free
food, great people, and time to connect with God through worship.

Contact Dan Deitrich at dan.deitrich@gmail.com / 269.983.1524 with
questions or for more information.

Soup & Book Discussion....
Let’s do it Again!

Our first book discussion for outreach ministry was an overwhelming success!
Twenty-five people gathered to enjoy a bowl of soup and some discussion of
the book, The Hole in Our Gospel. We shared some honest fears, questions
and struggles with what God is calling us individually and as a church to be
in our world and community, and really explored what it means to live out
the ‘whole’ Gospel. We have decided to continue reading and the next book,
Friendship at the Margins, is already available at The Good Word bookstore
for $10.

On January 9, we will reconvene for dinner and a discussion about bringing
reconciliation and healing to our broken world through the simple practice
of friendship. The authors of this book contend that unlikely friendships
are at the center of an alternative paradigm for mission where people are not
objectified as potential converts but encountered in relationships of mutuality
and reciprocity. These are a lot of big words....pick up the book and find out
what they mean!

If you missed out on our first discussion, we hope you will plan to join us on
January 9 to talk about Friendship at the Margins.

Please register in order to help us plan. Call the church office 983-1524 or
email: jenny@myfirstchurch.com.

Health
Moments...

From Your Parish Nurse Beth Fiskars
269.983.1524 (ext. 40) / nurse@myfirstchurch.com

November is recognized for several different
observances, ranging from Thanksgiving, the
beginning to Advent season, and the Great
American Smoke Out. This month, | would like
to visit with you on

Cherishing the Gift of Breath

God’s word provides many references to the gift
of breath. In Genesis, we learn that Adam was not
a full alive person, until God breathed into him.
Thankfully, God is the source of our breath and
graciously sustains our life (Acts 17:25)

Fast Facts on Lung Cancer:

e Lung cancer is now the #1 cancer of both
men and women

* 1/3 of all cancer-related deaths are
attributed ot lung cancer

e Qver the last 15 years, the number of
women being diagnosed with lung cancer
has steadily grown

* 90% of all lung cancers are smoking
related

* Not all people with lung cancer have
symptoms

e Treatment for cancer can include surgery,
chemotherapy and radiation

* Exposure to second-hand smoke is a
major risk factor for SIDS (Sudden Infant
Death) deaths, as well as for the
increasing rates of asthma and
emphysema.

Blessings on cherishing the gift of breath, in
physical and spiritual ways.

Please contact me if | can be of any assistance
to you. Thank you for the sacred privilege of
serving as your Parish Nurse.

NOTE: Due to lack of response, the November 14 flu vaccine
clinic at our BH canpus has been cancelled.

Blood Drive: Nov 30

Michigan Blood will host a Blood Drive in the
Fellowship Hall at First Church St. Joseph campus
on Tuesday, November 30, 2-7pm. Appointments
are preferred. Visit Michigan Blood at donate.
miblood.org to make an appointment or call
269.408.1540. Walk-ins are also welcome.




God's
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) love

We are called to reach outside the walls of our church and
there are some immediate opportunities available for you to
serve out in our community.

The Benton Harbor Street Ministry runs a GED program
for individuals who didn’t finish high school but are now
desiring to complete their education. There are opportunities
to volunteer Monday-Thursday, 9am-12:30pm, helping
teachers grade papers, assisting with clerical work and
tutoring students as they work on their GED certificate.

The hours are flexible for volunteers and it is a richly
rewarding experience to work alongside individuals who
are trying to better themselves through education. To
volunteer or ask questions, contact Diane Youngstedt:
dianeyoungstedt@yahoo.com or 269.428.2787 (home),
269.313.2284 (cell).

Mosaic Resale and Family Resource Center at 1958
Pipestone (next to Super Buffet) is offering the opportunity
to volunteer as part of their retail sales team. Help with sales

Jesus said: “Be a servant”

and stocking inventory is needed Tuesday-Friday (10am-7pm),
and Saturdays (9am-3pm). Donations are always accepted.
To volunteer or ask questions contact Stefenie: ssawyer4@
gmail.com or 269.235.5939. Find out more about this exciting
community ministry on our First Church website.

Go to our First Church website: www.myfirstchurch.com/go-
local to find other ways to get involved also.

Women of the Church of God

Women of the Church of God will meet Tuesday, December 7,
at 1:00pm in Room 5. May Sisson will present a program, “The
Story of the Other Wise Man.” Please bring one dozen cookies to
be given to shut-ins. All women are invited to attend.

O Christmas Tree—It's Jingle Jam 3!

December 4 v 6:00pm

December b

wo 9:30 & 11:00am

Parents & Kids Pre-K thru Sth-gradel Looking for something exciting for vour family?
Jingle Jom i< a Christmas party big enough for the entire family.

A Christmas Celebration for the Entire Familyl

Music - Games - Drama - Video - Music - Games - Orama - Video - Music - Games - Drama - Video - Music - Games




Anderson Offers Free Online Seminary Class

Would you like to take an online seminary class from the Anderson
College School of Theology (SOT) in Anderson, Indiana? SOT
is the Church of God graduate school connected with Anderson
University. Two different seminary classes are available online as
audio classes, with a brief outline you can watch or use for notes
as you listen.

The two classes are The Historical and Theological Context of
the Church of God, taught by Dr. Merle Strege, AU’s Professor
of Historical Theology, and Literature and History of the Old
Testament 11, by Dr. Barry Ross, AU’s Professor of Old Testament.
I have not heard Dr. Ross, but | have heard Dr. Strege many times
and he is always interesting. If you have any interest in church and
sociological history, you need to check out this class. If you have
ever wanted to know more about the Old Testament, try Dr. Ross’s
class. It is always available online and you can listen any time you
want to.

Full Degree also available online

If you want to go beyond the free class and actually work on a
degree. Anderson University’s School of Theology offers an Online
Master of Arts in Christian Ministry. You can take just one class
(at the regular tuition rate) or earn an entire degree online. Here
is a description from the AU-SOT website (http://www.anderson.
edu/sot/academics/onlinemts/) and an introduction to Dr. John
Aukerman, Professor of Christian Education and Director of
Distance Education:

“The online seminary degree at Anderson University School of
Theology is a virtual learning community designed for the ordained
pastor and for laypeople who wish to enter serious graduate level
study of Bible and theology. The same faculty members who teach
our residential classes also teach all online classes. The goals for
online courses are no different from those in on-campus classes.
The only difference is that your classroom can be where you choose
for it to be: in a local library, at your church, at home—any place
you can establish an internet connection. Through a computer you
will be able to interact with your professor and fellow students,
obtain some of your required reading, listen to lectures, engage in
learning activities, take tests, and submit assignments.”

Honor Loved Ones
at Christmas

Remember/honor a loved one at Christmas. Orders are now being
taken for Poinsettia plants ($5 each). These plants will help to
decorate our worship services, and can be taken home after the last
Christmas Eve service to grace your table on Christmas day.

Order forms are available at the Information Center in the Gathering
Area of First Church. Deadline is Sunday November 21.

" “ SURVIVIN

“Many online students have said that their time
on the Anderson University School of Theology
campus is the best part of their seminary
experience. They always bring energy, vitality,
and excitement with them, making them active
contributors to the residential community.
When the students meet with their professors
and residential students who are taking the
same course on campus, a true community of
learning develops.” — Dr. John Aukerman

For more detailed information and discussion, contact Dr.
John Aukerman, director of distance education, by e-mail at
jhaukerman@anderson.edu, by phone at (765) 641-4530, or by
Skype at johnaukerman.

In order to take the Online Master of Arts in Christian Ministry
it is necessary that the students go to Anderson one week for
each semester (typically the second week of the semester).
These are resources for spiritual growth you may not be aware
of that could help you to grow in your walk with the Lord.

Help for those dealing with grief during the holidays.

If the prospect of facing the holidays without your loved one
causes anxiety and dread, you are not alone.

Connect with support, encouragement and advice to survive
the holidays in two special hours of

GriefShare: Surviving the Holidays
Sunday, December 5
3:00-5:00pm
Featuring video instruction and group discussion, it helps you
deal with the intense pain of grief during the holiday season.
Register on line at myfirstchurch.com or call 269.983.1524.

Please register by Monday, November 29.

GerHé}& IARF’
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2 LOCATIONS
St. Joseph Campus & General Office
First Church of God
2627 Niles Ave, St. Joseph, MI 49085
SERVICES: Saturdays at 6pm
Sundays at 9:30 & 11AM

Benton Heights Campus
First Church at Benton Heights
990 N. Euclid Ave., Benton Harbor 49022
SERVICES: Sundays at 11am

OFFICE HOURS
M-Th, 8-4:30 | 269-983-1524
recep@myfirstchurch.com

Deadline for First Touch articles
1st Friday of each month
Send to: teresa@myfirstchurch.com

WEBSITE: myfirstchurch.com
Web Designer: Julie Beam
PASTORAL STAFF

Lead Pastor
David Colp

Prayer/Missions
Rick Blumenberg

Life Groups/Assimilation
Ryan Carrell

Discipleship/Older Adults/
Pastoral Care
Bob Confer

Young Adults, Worship
Dan Deitrich

Executive Administrator
Gregory Gordon

Benton Heights Campus Pastor
Mary Shawl-Ranke

Student Ministries
Chris Spitters

Advisory Council

JC Anderson 11
Bob Dowsett 11
Vance Price 11
John Fozard, Oklahoma 11
Arden Bradley 12
Michelle Kerns, Chair 12
Mark Krenz, Arizona 12
Mitzi Tompkins 12
Gary Bolin 13
Rajean Alexander 13
Dave Eichberg 13

Gregory Gordon and David Colp
Staff Missionary: Joseph Steiner
Church of God, Debrecen, Hungary
Missionary Partners:

Camille Melki, Beirut, Lebanon
Church of God in Paraguay

Tammie Tregellas, Malawi, Africa

Christ Birthday Observance:
God With Us

“For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to
himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his
blood, shed on the cross.” Colossians 1:19-20 NIV

Join us in the Christ Birthday Observance through our theme that God is with us through Jesus.
As we reflect on the meaning of Immanuel, we also remember what Jesus meant for our world.
There are two very important celebrations of the Christ’s Birthday Observance: prayer and
offering

24-Hour Prayer Vigil - Saturday, Dec 4

Project Prayer supports in prayer Each state and country where the Church of God has a
presence is assigned a specific day during the Observance to pray for the ministry of the church
around the world. Michigan, New Mexico, Bhutan, Cambodia, Nicaragua, and Mexico will join
together in a 24-hour prayer vigil on Saturday, December 4.

On the weekends of November 20/21 & 27/28 a prayer wheel will be in the Gathering Area to
allow folks to sign up for a block of time, individually or as a family or small group. Attached
to the wheel is a list of global and local prayer concerns to guide prayers. Please choose your
time & pray with us!

Christ Birthday Offering - Dec 18/19 & Christmas Eve

The Christ Birthday Offering supports the frontline ministry of the Church of God. For over
60 years, First Church has participated in the annual Church of God Christ Birthday offering.
This offering, sponsored by Women of the Church of God (WCG), has raised over $1.4 million
annually which goes directly to support mission work in the U.S. and around the world.

First Church has always been generous in supporting this special effort. Last year, First Church
contributed over $26,000 to the national offering. Our goal this year is $30,000. We can do
this! This offering will be taken up the weekend of December 18/19 in all services, including
KidZone, and at all Christmas Eve services.

Prayerfully consider placing this gift to missions at the top of your list this year. This is a
wonderful, tangible way to express gratitude to our Lord during this sacred time of year. You
will be blessed

We Can Help the Hurting

A hurting person needs to talk because he wants someone to
understand what he is experiencing. Rather than worrying about
what we will say, we concentrate on listening to the words you
share. We can not eliminate your grief or suffering, you must deal
with it personally, but we will obey Paul’s directive to “encourage
one another”. We will express love and care for you, seek what is
best for you, and encourage your reliance upon God.

If you would like additional information about our Stephen Ministry,
or if you desire to have a Stephen Minister for yourself or someone
else in need, please contact Pastor Bob Confer at 983.1424, (ext
14) or confer@myfirstchurch.com.
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Bragging on God

I wish I could take all of you into our staff meetings or Advisory
Council meetings so that you could hear the reports from our
staff about what God is up to in our church, in our community
and in our world through the ministry of First Church.
Our vision is  “Building Bridges...Transforming

you to get engaged and find your place in the celebration. I’m sure
you have seen and heard about needs in different areas for people
to step up and serve. Are you engaged in one (or more) of them? If
you look at the numbers, I’m sure you have seen that we
continue to run behind in our budget-giving. We really

Lives™ and it is so exciting to see and hear the stories You will need to step things up financially. Are you engaging in
of that vision being transformed into reality. have this part of ministry?

One of the things we do once a month in our weekly your own You will have your own opportunity to “brag on God” at
staff meetings is to have a time where we “brag on chance every service the weekend of January 1/2, 2011, either
God.” Staff have a chance to share stories of God at to brag via video or through cardboard testimony (see below
work. Sharing those stories help to remind us of why on God! example). If you have a story to tell, contact Debbie at

we do what we do. It’s exciting to hear about peoples
lives being transformed by the power of God’s word

in mid-week classes like Alpha and Financial Peace University.
It’s exciting to hear about what God is up to in House, where
young adults are putting their faith into action by organizing
fundraising and missions projects for the ravaged nation of
Haiti. It’s exciting to hear how God is working through our
middle and high schools as we see teens coming to Christ and
wrestling with living out their faith in their generation. It’s
exciting to hear about real ministry on the front lines--pushing
back the darkness and sharing the light of Christ at our Benton
Heights campus. I could go on and on and on.

Peter Druker, renowned management consultant, says that every
organization (the church included) should ask themselves two
questions: “What’s Your Business?”” and ““How’s Business?”
Very simply, we are in the disciple-making business. Its what
Jesus told us to do in Matthew 28 when he commanded us to,
*“go into the world and make disciples.” So...how’s business???
First Church, I’m excited to report that business is booming!!!
We have so much to be excited about and celebrate!

As we celebrate what God is up to, let me simply encourage

debbie@myfirstchurch.com / 269.983.1524 (x34).

We have so much to brag on when it comes to God and His work
in and through lives. To fully realize all that God has for us we all
have to be engaged. Don’t miss the excitement!!

Your Fired-up Leader,

Pastor DavVLd

| COMPLETELY
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