Life Group Notes for Worship Weekend, November 28-29, 2009 sermon

Sermon Series: Reality in Real Life
Dealing with Difficult People
Scripture: Romans 12:14, 17-21
Lead Pastor, David Colp
To think about:
Everyone must deal with difficult people at times.  They may be family, friends, co-workers, or neighbors. They may be difficult for a variety of reasons. Do you have examples of how you handled difficult people in a Christ-like way that helped to ease the relationship? (Be sure to disguise the identity of the person if there is any possibility someone else in the group might know them.) Or, have you every handled such a situation badly, but learned from it a lesson you could share?
From Pastor Colp’s Sermon:
Consider the “dos” and “don’ts”—
We should: 1. Consider why they are difficult. (Often, if we can understand why, the difficult person is easier to accept.) 2. Consider your own “planks” (remember last week’s sermon) to be sure you are not part of the problem and if you are, do what you can to resolve your part. 3. Turn it over to God. Let him help you with understanding, patience, etc., but also ask him to help the difficult person to positively deal with his or her problems. Ask God to bless that person in every way he can. Do it. It will feel good.
We should not: 1. Ever take revenge. Won’t help anybody. Always hurts. 2. Don’t triangulate or gossip. 3. Don’t let difficult people rule your life—don’t get sucked into their issues.
A good book regarding this subject is “Fool Proofing Your Life, by Jan Silvious.
Commentary and questions on the Scripture:
1. Read Romans 12:14. How easy is it to obey this scripture? How do we obey this scripture? Notice Paul used repetition to emphasize how important blessing is. It is more normal to curse those who persecute us. Paul knew that. We know that. But as Jesus people we can be different. Jesus blessed those who mocked, beat and crucified him. Can we do less and call ourselves Christian? Discuss the above question: How do we obey this scripture? Give concrete examples.
2. Read Romans 12:17. Why should we not repay evil for evil? If we repay evil for evil, who are we working for? Who are we working against? What did God (thru Paul) mean “do what is right in the sight of everybody”? Did he mean do those things everyone knows are right? (Accepted virtues?) Or, was he saying we should do the right things openly, as an example? Could both be correct explanations of what God was saying?
3. Read Romans 12:18. If someone is shooting at you, to take your life, you can’t live at peace with them. But those types of situations are few. Often how we react (even to those who are disturbers of our peace) can diffuse a bad situation and make it better. Jesus said (Mt 5:9) that peacemakers are called children of God. What an honor to be consider Jesus’ sibling!
4. Read Romans 12:19-20. If we take revenge do we interfere with God’s wrath? Do we trust God to repay? Are we afraid God will forgive and we don’t want that? How would you feel if you heard that Osama Bin Laden repented and God forgave him? Would you accept him as a Christian brother?
5. Read Romans 12:21. Do you really believe it is possible to “overcome evil with good”? Are you willing to try it with the difficult persons in your own life?
Prayer for the week:

Lord, help me to be a peacemaker whenever it is possible and when it is not, help me to at least try to understand the real reason for the conflict and give me wisdom as to how to deal with the conflict so as to resolve it whenever possible and be fair when conflict is required for justice to prevail.
Visit the Good Word bookstore (Gathering Area) for excellent books that support our teaching ministry. (Example: “Fool-proofing Your Life” by Jan Silvious.) Order CDs of the sermon on Sundays you are absent. Check out our website at www.myfirstchurch.com for sermon pod casts & Sunday bulletins.
— Lead Pastor David Colp
