Life Group Sermon Notes for Worship Weekend, December 5-6, 2009
Sermon Series: The Purpose of Christmas

This sermon series is based on the book “The Purpose of Christmas”, by Rick Warren.

It is available in the Good Word Bookstore in our Gathering Area if you want to purchase it.
Christmas is a Time for Celebration!
Scripture: Luke 2:8-11; Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 18:9-10; Romans 8:31-32 
Preached by Lead Pastor, David Colp
Icebreaker idea:

Have each member of the group share some of their best Christmas memories and tell why they were so special.
Sermon notes:
At Christmas time. . .
We Celebrate His Love for Us. In scripture there are different words for “love.” Each expresses a different aspect of love. Phileo speaks of brotherly love, eros indicates a sexual expression of affection, storge means familial or family love, but agape! Agape describes the selfless unconditional love God has for his human creation and which we—because He loves us—can express to one another.

We Celebrate He is With Us. God has always been omnipresent, or everywhere present. The difference Jesus made that first Christmastime was not this, because it was not new. Immanuel speaks of a special relationship between God and humanity so he now lives in us through His Spirit and is with us in a special relationship of love that was not possible before Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension back to the Father. God is “with” us!
We Celebrate He is For Us.  Many people are afraid of God, thinking He watches to see us do bad things so He can punish, thinking God couldn’t be for us as bad as we are. But Jesus reminds us that God loves his enemies and is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. And Paul reminded us in Romans that God is so “for us” that he gave up his son for us. Because God is for us we need never be afraid of him. 365 times in scripture we are told “fear not!”
Commentary and questions on the Scripture:
1. Read Luke 2:8-14. The amazing arrival of the angelic hosts brought terror to the hearts of the disciples, but they were told to not be afraid because they only came to bring joyful good news to all people! This is amazing news! God’s favor rests on all humanity. This means God loves us! What does this mean to the human race? God’s favor is not only for the “good” people. What do we do about the people who don’t know this? What do we do about those who don’t know God exists, or if he does, they think he hates them because they are bad?
2. Read Matthew 28:18-20 and Acts 18:9-10. These verses remind us of the “Immanuel” nature of God. He is “with” us. With us when we witness and with us when we face hardship and suffering. He shares every experience with us. He wants to impart his divine qualities in our behalf. His strength in hardship, His wisdom in perplexity, His power for accomplishment. Have you ever experienced God in any of these ways? Do you find it hard to believe God is “with” you the way he was with Paul in Corinth? Is God really a respecter of persons or not (as the Bible teaches)? If the Bible is true, why can’t we trust God to also be “with” us in these powerful ways? Can you share some time when you were aware that God was “with” you? 
3. Read Romans 8:31-39. Paul’s rhetorical question in verse 31 reminds us that when God is “for” us no one of any consequence is against us, because if God is “for” us nothing else matters! 

At this Christmas time keep in your mind every moment of the day, God “loves” me! God is “with” me! God is “for” me! Because of Christ Jesus our Lord, nothing can separate us from these powerful truths. Let us keep this joy of Christmas real throughout the year.
Prayer for the week:

Lord, help me to live my life in the joy of your loving Presence—showing in every way I can that I know you are “for” me in whatever situation I face. I pray that your joy, released to me through your son Jesus Christ, might be dispersed through me by the Holy Spirit of the Father and the Son to all those I live with and those whom I meet each day.
Visit the Good Word bookstore (Gathering Area) for excellent books that support our teaching ministry. (Example: “The Purpose of Christmas” by Rick Warren.) Order CDs of the sermon on Sundays you are absent. Check out our website at www.myfirstchurch.com for sermon pod casts & Sunday bulletins.
— Lead Pastor David Colp
