Life Group Sermon Notes for Worship Weekend, December 12-13, 2009
Sermon Series: The Purpose of Christmas

This sermon series is based on the book “The Purpose of Christmas”, by Rick Warren.

It is available in the Good Word Bookstore in our Gathering Area if you want to purchase it.
The Second Purpose of Christmas is Salvation!
Scripture: Acts 16:16-34; Luke 2:10-11; I John 1:5-7; Ephesians 2:8-9
Preached by Lead Pastor, David Colp
Icebreaker idea:

Have each member of the group share a special Christmas tradition in your family.
Sermon notes: Jesus Saves Us. . .

From Something. “Jesus  came to save you from sin and from yourself.”    
For Something.     “God has never created anything without a purpose. Since you’re alive, you can be certain God has a purpose for your life.” You were not saved for success, but for significance. God has something special to do with your life if you will trust him.
By Something.     “Jesus came to save you by His Grace.”
Commentary and questions on the Scripture:
1. Read Acts 16:16-34. We don’t usually think of the jailer’s conversion as being a Christmas story, but it fits when we think about Christmas as a time for salvation. The key is that Christmas brought salvation so it would be available for the jailer and for you and me. We don’t know what the key was that made the jailer turn to Christ at that time, but God’s Spirit was obviously working to draw him. That may have been the real reason Paul and Silas went to jail. What circumstances did God use to bring you to a decision for Christ?
2. Read Matthew 1:21 and Luke 2:10-11. The amazing news from the angelic host was that a Savior “Christ the Lord” had been born in Bethlehem. Luke’s report was an amplified version of what Matthew recorded from Joseph’s angelic visitor. The message was the same. Christ came to bring salvation—so the purpose of Christmas is salvation.  Image what the world would be like if Christ had not come. How would the month of December be different? What would be missing? God’s plan is that only the sin would be absent from our lives. He wants to save us from sin.
Do you think you need to be saved from sin? What would be your definition of sin? How has it impacted your life? Why did you need God to save you?
3. Read I John 1:5-7. These words from First John help us understand why we need a Savior. God is light and in him is no darkness at all. Nada. None. No shadows or twilight. Just brilliant light. The light and dark John speaks of is really righteousness and sin. What would happen if we were left in our sin (darkness), but tried to fellowship with God, who is light (righteous)? When we read John’s words in the light of Christmas truth we can see we need a Savior if we are to enjoy fellowship with God. How can we experience the love (light) of God if we walk in the darkness of our sin and disobedience? 
4. Read Ephesians 2:8-9. This scripture is one of many that tell of God’s amazing grace! He forgives us for sin and redeems us from it just because he can and wants to. Could it be this grace that the jailer saw in the lives of Paul and Silas that drew him to salvation through Christ? Have you had the experience of accepting that grace for yourself?
At this Christmas time keep in your mind every moment of the day, God’s grace is sufficient for me! Whatever I face in this life, His grace is sufficient to get me through it!
Prayer for the week:

Lord Jesus, how we thank you for coming to be our Savior! Your salvation is new every morning! You not only save us from sin, but from all the failures and loses that sin brings. Your Spirit keeps us close to you and guides us into all truth so our salvation is eternal and abundant for every day!
Visit the Good Word bookstore (Gathering Area) for excellent books that support our teaching ministry. (Example: “The Purpose of Christmas” by Rick Warren.) Order CDs of the sermon on Sundays you are absent. Check out our website at www.myfirstchurch.com for sermon pod casts & Sunday bulletins.
— Lead Pastor David Colp
