Life Group Notes for October 11, 2009 sermon

“Live Like You Were Dying—Love Deeper”
John 13:1-5, 12-17

Lead Pastor, David Colp
Discussion Opener: 
This “Live like you were dying” sermon series challenges us to think about life as if we knew it would end soon. How would this knowledge affect the way you show love to the very special people in your life?
Reminders from Pastor Colp’s Sermon:

1. The thought of loving deeper comes from verse one that says, “…he now showed them the full extent of his love.”  Jesus (this dying man) showed them (and us) how to love deeper—that we love deeper when we humbly serve. Jesus taught them (and us) with his actions. He taught. . .
-We should make the choice to “love deeper” (foot washing behavior) and show love in action.

-We should remove hindrances to “love deeper” (as Jesus removed his outer clothing).

-We should love with the love of Jesus (wrap ourselves the love of Jesus so we can love deeper).

-We should humble ourselves and serve others. Jesus did a menial task so they would feel loved.
Commentary and questions on the Scripture:
2. Read John 1:1-3. John’s recording (v.1) that “Jesus knew the time had come for him to leave this world” and (v.3) that he “was returning to God” indicates the behavior that followed was impacted by that knowledge.  Jesus had always loved them, but now, perhaps in the light of what he knew was about to happen, Jesus wanted them to know how much he loved them. What can we learn from Jesus’ behavior?

3. Read v. 4. Jesus made the choice to love deeper. “…he got up from the meal” indicates he had chosen to take action. Can we choose to “love deeper” without having it affect our actions? What are some ways we can show someone our love is deeper than surface level? 

4. Jesus “took off his outer clothing” to get rid of hindrances. What are some things that hinder us from loving deeper than surface? How can we remove those things that interfere? What if the “thing that interferes” is an attitude or a habit or an action in the past? How can we remove a bad attitude? Remove a bad habit? Remove a past action? Does confession (To ourselves? To God? To others) and repentance, remove hindrances?

5. Read verse 5. Jesus was called “Teacher and Lord” but he washed their feet. His humility showed them he loved them deeply. He also showed them (and us) how to love deeply. What “foot washing” tasks can we do to show someone our love at a deeper level? Does this then reveal God also loves deeply?

6. Read verses 12-17. Jesus used this time to teach a lesson first by his actions and then by his words. He said, (vv. 14-15) that we should follow his example. Does this mean literally, in a foot-washing service? Does it mean we should do it figuratively in foot-washing types of activities to show our love and the love of Jesus?

7. Jesus said, “no servant is greater than his master” (v 16). What does this teach us about ourselves?

8. How might we be “blessed” (v. 17) if we do the things Jesus asked us to do? 
Prayer for the week:

“Lord lay some soul upon my heart and love that soul through me. And may I humbly do my part to win that soul for thee” are words from a gospel song. Change “win” to “love”—asking God to love people through you—so you can “show them “the full extent of his love” (and perhaps also “win” them.)
Visit the Good Word bookstore in the Gathering Area for excellent books that support our teaching ministry. You can also order CDs of the sermon on Sundays you are absent. Or check out our website at www.myfirstchurch.com for sermon pod casts and Sunday bulletins.
— Lead Pastor David Colp

