Life Group Notes for October 24-25, 2009 sermon

Live Like You Were Dying—Give Forgiveness
Scripture: Matthew 6:14-15
Lead Pastor, David Colp
Discussion Opener: 
How easy is it for you to apologize? When you hurt someone how difficult is it to say “I’m sorry?” Next question. How easy is it for you to forgive? When you are hurt, how difficult is it for you to forgive when they apologize?
Challenges from Pastor Colp’s Sermon:
These last few weeks the Lord has been helping us 

1. Live a “No Regrets” life. 

2. Live life from an eternal perspective.

3. Learn to not take the blessing of life for granted.

Tim McGraw reminds us “When I live like I’m dying I give forgiveness I’ve been denying.”

We must be willing to forgive.

We must live a life of forgiveness.
We must not make the mistake of thinking this is easy just because Jesus said we should do it.

Sometimes we need help from others to walk us through it.
Commentary and questions on the Scripture:
1. Read Matthew 6:9-13. This background scripture sets the stage for Pastor David’s text. Note especially verse 12 “Forgive us our debts as we also have forgiven our debtors.” If God forgives us the same way we forgive others how safe are we? Are we sure that we’re forgiven? Is the a dangerous prayer to pray?

2. Re-read verse 12 and add verses 14 & 15. Note this is the only part of Jesus’ prayer that he comments about after the prayer. Does this give us some idea as to how important forgiveness is to Jesus?

3. Jesus gave us a big “IF” in these two verses. What does the “IF” mean? If we are unable to forgive, it means “I fail” in my attempt to be like Jesus. On the other hand, if we live like Jesus, it means “I Forgive”.

For further study. . .(if there is time).
4. Read Luke 23:32-34. Consider how difficult it is to forgive at the moment someone is hurting you. Can you identify with Jesus when he forgave so quickly? Do you find this the most difficult time to forgive someone? Isn’t it much easier to forgive after the pain has stopped? After the person who hurt us has repented? After time has had time to heal the wound? What can we learn from Jesus about this? Did the fact that Jesus knew they did not realize they were crucifying the Son of God, or even a good man, make it easier for Jesus to forgive? How important is it for us to try to understand why someone acts the way they do? Even if we can’t understand, how important is it to try?
5. Read Matthew 18:21-35. When we find it difficult to forgive is it fair for Jesus to compare us to the wicked servant? Isn’t it always easier to see someone else’s failure than to admit our own? Since Jesus share this illustration with Peter in answer to his question, how serious do you think Jesus is about forgiveness? On a scale of 1-10, how important is this lesson in the Christian Life?

6. Read Matthew 9:4-6. In this instance, Jesus wanted to teach a lesson we need to learn—Jesus has authority “on earth to forgive sins…” Does he also have authority to help us to forgive? When you find it hard to forgive do you just feel guilty—like a failure at Christian living? Or, do you ask Jesus to give you the ability to forgive like him? He gave us his Spirit to live in us and enable us to be like him. Do we sometimes forget to ask for his help and thus fail, when, with his help, and maybe the help of others, we could succeed?

Prayer for the week:

Lord, help me learn to forgive as easily as you do. Help my forgiveness be as  genuine as yours. Help me love as fully and completely as your agape love, so the ability to forgive is easier for me when it is needed. May Brother Dan Deitrich’s prayer for the first graders who received Bibles last week also be for me. Help me to “…love God, and love like God.” Heavenly Father, help us be obedient to our Lord Jesus’ teaching and also forgive like you.
Visit the Good Word bookstore in the Gathering Area for excellent books that support our teaching ministry. You can also order CDs of the sermon on Sundays you are absent. Or check out our website at www.myfirstchurch.com for sermon pod casts and Sunday bulletins.
— Lead Pastor David Colp

