Life Group Notes for October 31-November 1, 2009 sermon

Greater Things than These…
Bible Text: John 14:12
Former St Joe First Church Pastor, 

Reverend Jim Cook

Church at the Crossing, Indianapolis, Indiana
Discussion Opener: 
Was Jesus really serious when he said we would do greater things than him? What did he mean by that? Can each of you give an example of how the Church that Jesus is building is doing greater things than he did as a Divine/Human being? Do you really believe the best days for our church are ahead of us?
Challenges from Pastor Cook’s Sermon:
We’ve been looking back and profiting from the example and inspiration of the past one hundred years. What we are today, is to a great extent, because of the commitment, creativity, wisdom and spiritual depth of those who went before us. But we need to remember what Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these,….” 

As we look ahead, we need to remember: Our faith in Jesus Christ and depending on his help, makes us able to do even greater things in the next 100 years!
Commentary and questions on the Scripture:
1. Read John 14:12. Pastor Cook’s text reveals Jesus attempt to show us how powerful we are in him. When we have faith in him we can accomplish anything Jesus can do, if it is God’s will for it to be done. So our primary question is not “Is it possible?” but “Does God want it done?” and then “How does he want to help us do it?” Do you struggle with the idea that we can do anything Jesus can do if it is God’s will and we have faith in the Lord, Jesus Christ to do it through us? Did Jesus really mean it when he said “anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.”? Is there anything you feel God wants you to accomplish that you want to ask your group to pray with you about? Sometimes we think of grandiose schemes to do for God when what He wants is our spiritual growth in faith and love for him. We do it with His power, not ours!

2. Read John 5:5-7. This background scripture leads up to Pastor Cook’s text. Thomas was dealing with a lack of understanding. Apparently he was still thinking in earthly terms and Jesus was trying to get them to think in spiritual terms. It almost seems Thomas wanted a literal roadmap to an earthly kingdom. Jesus wanted him to understand that he (Jesus) is the way to heaven and to accomplish the tasks God had for them to do on their way there. Do we ever struggle with trying to accomplish spiritual tasks by earthly means? Can you give an example? What spiritual task(s) can you think of that requires Divine help?

3. Read John 14:8-10. Phillip’s concerns were a bit different than Thomas, but he too, showed a lack of understanding. With Phillip’s background and after spending such a long time with Jesus, why would he ask to see God? He, like Thomas, was still not living in the realm of faith, but trying to get a literal look at the Eternal God. He knew God is Spirit. Why would he ask such a thing? Or was he still wondering if Jesus was really the son of God? Could he have been thinking about Joseph? This shows us why our theology is so important. If we don’t understand that the Eternal God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we can be so confused that we might be  less effective in our service to God.

4. Read John 14:13-15. These verses seem to give us power to do anything but there is a limitation. We must do so in Jesus’ name, to help him glorify God. Are we sometimes guilty of asking God to do things with the words “in Jesus’ name” when it may not be in the spirit of Jesus? Or may not bring glory to God?

Prayer for the week:

Lord, give me faith to believe what Jesus said, and Pastor Cook reminded us of—that we can do amazing things, far above our own weak strength, if we seek to do what God wants done and do it in the name and power of Christ, to glorify God. Help me to live in the  fullness of faith rather than on the edges. Help me to live in the power of the Spirit, rather than in fear of failure. Help me to have the kind of faith that truly pleases you.
Visit the Good Word bookstore in the Gathering Area for excellent books that support our teaching ministry. You can also order CDs of the sermon on Sundays you are absent. Or check out our website at www.myfirstchurch.com for sermon pod casts and Sunday bulletins.
— Lead Pastor David Colp

