Life Group Notes for November 8, 2009 sermon

What’s Your Legacy?
Bible Text: Galatians 6:4-9(MSG)
Former St Joe First Church Pastor, 
Reverend Bob Moss
Senior Pastor, Salem Church of God, Clayton, Ohio
Discussion Opener: 
Pastor Moss said “We often overestimate what we can accomplish in the short run and underestimate the results of long-term, consistent, and sustained effort.” Has this proven true in your own experience? Can you share a time when your short-term goals were much less than you hoped for or when your long-term goals surprised you with their effectiveness?
Pastor Moss’ Sermon in a “Nutshell”:
We will all leave a legacy. Whether we think about it or not, we leave a legacy. Many of us don’t stop to think that we can (and should) consciously choose what we want our legacy to be. 
My challenge to you is to think about your personal legacy, and the legacy of your congregation. My hope is that in the light of today’s scripture passage, each person present will consider what we each can do to shape our own personal and/or congregational legacy. Will it glorify God for generations to come? With God’s help you can have a positive eternal impact on individual people, on your family and your church.
Commentary and questions on the Scripture:

Pastor Moss took his scriptures from the Message version of scripture. Since it is rather different, and the wording helps to impact his message, I have included the full text below.

1. Read Galatians 6:4-5(MSG). “Make a careful exploration of who you are and the work you have been given, and then sink yourself into that. Don't be impressed with yourself. Don't compare yourself with others. Each of you must take responsibility for doing the creative best you can with your own life.” 
Knowing who we are is an important part of spiritual maturity. Do you know your spiritual gifts? Do you know to what work God has called you? Why are we urged not to compare ourselves with others? Why is it so important that we do the best we can with our lives? Does God really care that much about me?
2. Read Galatians 6:5-6(MSG). Be very sure now, you who have been trained to a self-sufficient maturity, that you enter into a generous common life with those who have trained you, sharing all the good things that you have and experience. 
How does self-sufficient maturity fit into the Christian life? Does self-sufficiency conflict with depending on God? Does spiritual maturity look a lot like solid maturity in life? How does generosity fit in with spiritual growth? Is God saying, through Paul that we owe something to those who have taught us spiritual truths?
3. Read Galatians 6:7-9(MSG). Don't be misled: No one makes a fool of God. What a person plants, he will harvest. The person who plants selfishness, ignoring the needs of others—ignoring God!—harvests a crop of weeds. All he'll have to show for his life is weeds! But the one who plants in response to God, letting God's Spirit do the growth work in him, harvests a crop of real life, eternal life. So let's not allow ourselves to get fatigued doing good. At the right time we will harvest a good crop if we don't give up, or quit. 
What do you want to have to show for your life when it is over? What will your legacy be? Will it be the weeds of selfishness and rebellion, teaching the generations that follow to fight against God? Or will it be a legacy of faithfulness to God, generosity to His Kingdom and blessings that will continue into future generations?
Prayer for the week:

Lord, give me faith to believe my life really can make a positive difference. Help me to leave a legacy of love, encouragement, and faithfulness to you that will impact the lives of my family, friends and co-workers for eternity. Work in me and through me to accomplish the legacy you know I am capable of leaving for those who follow.
Visit the Good Word bookstore in the Gathering Area for excellent books that support our teaching ministry. You can also order CDs of the sermon on Sundays you are absent. Or check out our website at www.myfirstchurch.com for sermon pod casts and Sunday bulletins.
— Lead Pastor David Colp
