Life Group Sermon Notes for January 16 & 17, 2010 weekend
“Series: “A Dangerous Church…An Unstoppable Force”
“Armed and Dangerous!”
2 Corinthians 11:23-27 and Ephesians 6:10-13
Pastor Chris Spitters

Pastor Chris’ discussion openers:
When is the last time you did something dangerous? 

Do you want to be dangerous? Do you really want to be dangerous?
Thoughts from Pastor Chris’ Sermon

When you look at all the lost people around you do you ever think, “I would like to rescue them, I would like to help them, but how? I lack confidence, and knowledge, and I don't know what to say.  What if I am embarrassed?  What if I say the wrong thing?”

To be dangerous does take preparation, it takes training, it takes work.  James Bond, Jack Bauer, any real life dangerous person spends hours every day for weeks being trained so they are prepared to face whatever comes their way.
Will you live safely for self, or dangerously for God?

To what dangerous lifestyle is God calling you?

What training and preparation is needed for you to become “dangerous for God”?
Looking at the text:
1. Read II Corinthians 11:23-27. Doesn’t mission work sound exciting? I don’t think so.

2. Pastor Chris wants us to understand that sometimes serving God requires more than we can do.

3. Paul’s “boasting” reminds us it sometimes hurts to serve God. Have you ever found it hurt to serve God? Would you be willing to share that with the group? 
4. Read Ephesians 6:10. Don’t ever try to live dangerously in your own power! Do you know where your strength comes from? Have you learned to call on God’s strength? Wisdom? Knowledge?

5. Can you share a time when God came to your rescue when your resources were depleted?

6. Read Ephesians 6:11-12. Paul wants us to know the enemy we face if we serve God.
7. Satan is no small enemy. He is fearsome in our strength alone, but defeatable in Jesus’ name.
8. All resistance against God’s plan is satanic resistance, but it may come through ordinary human beings. We must not see the humans as satanic, or as the enemy. Don’t worry about them, pray for God to help in your struggle against the spiritual forces that resist him.
9. Read Ephesians 6:13-18. How do we put on the full armor of God? Paul explains some of the armor in verses 14-18. Truth, righteousness, the gospel of peace, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, the sword of the Spirit (Bible) and prayer.
10. Do you know how to use these parts of your armor? Discuss how these different parts of the armor of God can protect us from spiritual attacks by the enemy.
Prayer Time:
Pray God will help you live dangerously for him. Not recklessly. Not foolishly, but willing to take a risk so you can be involved in something big that God wants to do through you—through your Church—in your neighborhood—at your employment—in your leisure.
Visit the Good Word bookstore in the Gathering Area for excellent books that support our teaching ministry. You can also order CDs of the sermon on Sundays you are absent. Or check out our website at www.myfirstchurch.com for sermon pod casts and Sunday bulletins.
— Lead Pastor David Colp
