Life Group Sermon Notes for January 23 & 24, 2010 weekend
“Series: “A Dangerous Church…An Unstoppable Force”
“Values of the Dangerous Church”
Acts 3 & 4
Pastor David Colp 

Discussion Openers:
Do you think Peter and John thought about what would have happened if the lame man hadn’t been healed? They were human too. Were they different than us? 
Why would they risk their reputation to pray for healing, when they could have prayed a safe prayer for God’s Blessing?
Pastor Colp’s Sermon in a nutshell

What the “Dangerous Church” values from what we see in this story…
            They Valued…
Risk Over Security


Pain Over Comfort


Loss Over Gain 

In short, they were willing to be 100% sold out and give everything to follow Christ regardless of the cost. We must have the same attitude. It is one of my favorite Bible Stories. I love it when they told Peter and John not to teach in Jesus name anymore and they replied “we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” (v. 20)

Looking at the text:
1. Read Acts 3:1-10. The miraculous power of God was released through the faith of Peter and John in an amazing way. What is the difference between then and now? Is Jesus’ power to heal any less now than it was then? Can we expect miracles now as they did then?
2. Of course, many of today’s miracles happen in hospitals and medical environments. But even there more medical advancements happen as a result of Jesus’ followers using their talents, skills, and knowledge than for any other reason. God’s people have always been on the cutting edge of healing. When this is done with God’s inspiration and help are they any less miracles?
3. What would the world be like today if Jesus had never come? What is it like where the Gospel has never reached? What risks must we accept to take God’s miraculous power to a needy world?
4. Read Acts 3:11-16. Peter’s primary concern was that people would give the credit for the healing to him and John. He knew from whence the power came, but he also wanted them to know. Is it enough to help if we do not give God the glory? Can our desire for self-glory ever interfere with the free flow of God’s power through our lives? 

5. Why didn’t Peter accept the comfort of their adoration? Why was it necessary to give them the pain of truth? Peter basically said, the One you crucified is alive and healing people today! 
6. Read Acts 4:1-21. Peter’s response to the Sanhedrin (v. 12) has become one of our great memory verses! The healing was wonderful, but salvation heals people and generations that follow. A genuine act of compassion opens the door to share the Gospel and the Gospel changes the world!
7. What must we lose to share the only Gospel that transforms lives and changes the world?
Prayer Time:
Pray God will give you courage to take necessary risks for His kingdom, to avoid unnecessary risks He is not calling you too, and for wisdom to know the difference.
Visit the Good Word bookstore in the Gathering Area for excellent books that support our teaching ministry. You can also order CDs of the sermon on Sundays you are absent. Or check out our website at www.myfirstchurch.com for sermon pod casts and Sunday bulletins.
— Lead Pastor David Colp
