Life Group Sermon Notes for January 9 & 10, 2010 weekend
“Series: “A Dangerous Church…An Unstoppable Force”
“Great Days of Expectation!”

Acts 1:1—2:4
Pastor David Colp 


Discussion Openers:

What is the most exciting development since the resurrection?  
Is there any organization, other than God’s church, that started in the first century and is still vital, alive, and growing yet today? And still has a phenomenal future?
Pastor Colp’s Sermon in a nutshell

Notice the vitality of the early church! Consider how we can mirror and model what they were doing. In chapter one they waited on God to do something big so they could be a part.  They were seeking Him as they waited for the words of Jesus to become reality.

Jesus Christ is fully alive today and leads His church, including our church!

Like the early church He wants our congregation to be witnesses for Him in ever-widening circles out from our “Jerusalem”.

Looking at the text:

1. Read Acts 1:1-5. Was the good news of the Spirit’s baptism only for the early church and not us? 
2. Read Acts 1:8. This is Christ’s last expression of the “Great Commission” before his ascension. Is it significant that he put together in the same sentence, the source of power to do the task and a re-statement of our primary task? How much difference is there between doing something in our own strength and doing it in the power of the Spirit?
3. Was the great commission only for the disciples or is it for all who follow Christ as Lord? (Dumb question, right?) When Christ’s followers have taken his instructions personally and proceeded to witness in the power of his Holy Spirit, the church has been vital and alive and growing!
4. What is the most important method Jesus gave us to use? Actually, He didn’t give methods (past tense), He gives (present tense) wisdom, insight and inspiration for every time, place and culture. What new things does God want to do in our day where we will be privileged to participate?
5. Remember our history—First Church began as a “Mission Home”—a “Seat of Mission”—a place from which the Gospel went out in ever-widening witness circles to our Jerusalem, our Judea and to the ends of the earth. What new thing does God want to do now? In our day? How can we help?
6. Read Acts 2:1-4. What was the primary emphasis of the Spirit’s work at that first out-pouring?  Was it not communication? Was it not Spirit empowerment for the need of the hour? They did not have a common language as we do today in our community. God gave special abilities so all could hear. What barriers must we remove for people to hear the Gospel, understand and respond today?
7. First Church is the largest church in Berrien County. We are a people who love God and want to be used by Him to fulfill the “Great Commission”. What new methods can we find to reach across the river and throughout Berrien County to bring revival to Southwest Michigan?
Prayer Time:

Pray for God to use you in the work He wants to do today in our world.  Are you willing and available? Then tell God so. He knows your heart, but he wants to hear you say it. He knows it will help you to put it into words, so use Isaiah’s words to tell God “Here am I! Send me.” (Isaiah 6:7-9.
Visit the Good Word bookstore in the Gathering Area for excellent books that support our teaching ministry. You can also order CDs of the sermon on Sundays you are absent. Or check out our website at www.myfirstchurch.com for sermon pod casts and Sunday bulletins.
— Lead Pastor David Colp

