Life Group Sermon Notes for February 06 & 07, 2010 weekend
“Series: The Dangerous Church…”
Communicates the Gospel
Acts 8:26-40
Lead Pastor David Colp 


Discussion Openers:

Have you ever had God direct you to do something through a strong impression, sermon, song, etc.? How did you respond? Quickly, in faith? Or belatedly after not realizing it had been God speaking? Could some of you share your experiences of faith and learning with the group?
Commentary from Scripture:

The “Dangerous Church” wants to share the Gospel with unbelievers and is available to obey God’s direction in doing so. Don’t you wish Luke had been more descriptive of Philip’s experience with the angel? How did he get the message? What, if anything, did he see? Has an angel ever directed me and if so was I obedient to, or totally unaware of, the heavenly messenger?
Philip was available and prepared. The Ethiopian needed guidance and God used Philip to give him just what he needed. If we want to be soul-winners, we must be prepared,  available, and prayerfully seeking opportunities to be used of God to lead someone to Christ.

Notice Philip was directed first by an angel, then God’s Holy Spirit continued to lead as he obeyed. Philip’s experience makes it clear why Jesus said “It is better for you that I go away…if I go away I will send Him [(Comforter, Counselor, Helper…)] to you…” (Excerpts from John 16:7 Amplified Bible).

Evangelism requires a close walk with God, a desire to make Christ known, an understanding of method(s), and a sensitivity to God’s Spirit, so He can work freely through us to accomplish God’s work.

Looking at the text:

1. Read Acts 8:26-28. No doubt Philip was seeking divine direction. Otherwise, his interaction with the angel would have been more pronounced. Apparently he responded quickly and appropriately so the work God had for him to do was the main thing in this narrative, with no mention of a struggle with disobedience or a lack of attentiveness to the divine messenger. I believe angels still work today as they did then. What do you think? 
2. Hebrews tells us angels are “ministering spirits” for those who will inherit salvation (Hebrews 1:14) Have you ever asked God to send his angels to help you, your friend or a loved one?

3. Read Acts 8:29-39. Philip saw immediately that the Ethiopian was reading scripture, so he used that as a doorway to conversation. When one seeks to talk about spiritual things or to lead someone to Christ, it is imperative to find a common interest that can lead to a spiritual discussion. God knows who is ready to learn more and to accept Christ as Savior. Our task is not to push them into a commitment, but to gently probe and see if they may be seekers who can be helped by our knowledge. Have you ever led a person to Christ? Could you share the experience with the group? Would you like to know how to lead someone to Christ?

4. Helps are available to use for evangelism. Booklets like “Its Awesome! Have you heard?” (Church of God Ministries, Anderson, Indiana) can be very helpful. The “Roman Road” is a scriptural guide to lead someone who is ready to accept Christ. (Roman Road: Romans 3:23. Romans 6:23. Romans 5:8. Romans 10:9,10. Romans 10:13.) 
Prayer Time:

Pray God will give you courage to always say “Yes!” any time he has a job for you to do.
Visit the Good Word bookstore in the Gathering Area for excellent books that support our teaching ministry. You can also order CDs of the sermon on Sundays you are absent. Or check out our website at www.myfirstchurch.com for sermon pod casts and Sunday bulletins.
— Lead Pastor David Colp

