Life Group Sermon Notes for February 13 & 14, 2010 weekend
“Series: The Dangerous Church…”
Needs Organizational Structure
Acts 6:1-7
Lead Pastor David Colp
Discussion Openers:
When was a time when you were “in the zone” as far as ministry was concerned? A time when you knew God was at work in your life, or perhaps when you knew the joy of being used by God to do a good work.
Commentary from Scripture:
The choosing of the “seven…full of the Spirit and wisdom” gave the young church structure that helped advance the Gospel powerfully and rapidly. We can see in this example that when they got the structure in order, the result was that the word of God spread and people came to Christ. In verse one we see the problem, beginning principles regarding structure and then the end result was that the word spread.  
Each of us needs to find our place of ministry. Sitting on the sidelines creates ministry holes and causes problems. Just a few people cannot do everything, so we all need to find our place of ministry that fits our personal gift mix and passion. These are gifts from God to help us bless the church and the world.
Looking at the text:
1. Read Acts 6:1. (Notice the problem.) We have a mixed community here. Most are the Aramaic-speaking (home-grown Jewish) community and others are minority Grecian Jews. The majority took care of their own and didn’t notice they were neglecting the minority widows. Apparently the spiritual gifts of compassion and encouragement were lacking. Why was this important enough to be included in scripture? Could it be the principles they adopted to deal with the problem? How would you see them applying to our situation?
2. The young church could have been fractured very early on by this situation. Two weak churches could have emerged from the fray with little or no contact. But because they had the wisdom to listen and the insight to suggest principles for change, the church actually became stronger because of the conflict. Can you see ways it became stronger? What are some principles they put into practice that are still valid today? First, they listened. Next, they acted to resolve the problem.
3. Read Acts 6:2. These disciples could easily have been overcome by the tyranny of the urgent—so involved in solving this problem the word of God had to be neglected. They recognized this would have been a tragedy. Have you ever been so busy doing the urgent thing that you had no time for what was important? One of the principles this teaches is our limitation of time. We live in a time world with only 24 hours each day to do all we do. God gives no extra time to any of us.
4. Read Acts 6:3-6. A well ordered plan with good follow-through is the closest we come to creating time. When we all work together, the variety of skills, gifts, knowledge, energy and time, makes the “whole greater than the sum of its parts”. The synergy of a working community builds on the energy of the individuals. We each just need to do our part. How does it feel to be part of something bigger than yourself? Would you like to do something significant for God? Are you willing to find your place of ministry and help change the world for good? 
5. Read Acts 6:7. Rapid church growth took place when structures were in place to help advance the Gospel. Such structures maximize our time, minimize our struggles, and build a godly community.
Prayer Time:
Pray for God’s anointing on the ministry of our church. Pray for wisdom as we put new structures in place for the outreach at Benton Heights and for all that we do. Pray God will direct you to a place of ministry.
Visit the Good Word bookstore in the Gathering Area for excellent books that support our teaching ministry. You can also order CDs of the sermon on Sundays you are absent. Or check out our website at www.myfirstchurch.com for sermon pod casts and Sunday bulletins.
— Lead Pastor David Colp
