Life Group Sermon Notes for February 27 & 28, 2010 weekend

Series: The Dangerous Church…
Must be willing to look within
Acts 19: 8-33; Ephesians 4:24

Lead Pastor David Colp

About Change:

Sometimes good changes in our lives require major effort on our part. In this scripture people who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly. While we usually don’t advocate book-burning, sometimes what we have been putting into our minds needs to be cleaned up.

Commentary from Scripture:

If we are to be a “Dangerous Church” we must be willing to clean up our lives and get ourselves right with God. Sometimes the need is to heal the hurts and hang-ups of the past, and sometimes we need confession and repentance for present sin. We desperately need God’s help in our personal situations to overcome the consequences of past living. The Ephesians had a lot of baggage and if they had tried to get rid of it all in their own strength they would have failed miserably, but when they learned to trust God and let Him help, the people were purified and God was glorified.

God wants to heal our infirmities—physical, spiritual, financial, or whatever—but he can’t help until we’re ready to look inside our own hearts open the door for him to come in and get intimately involved in the remodeling of our lives. When we shut him out, we shut out God’s power to help. 

Looking at the text: (Read the Bible text first, then the commentary, then discussion questions)
1. Read Acts 19:8-12. Paul faced opposition in Ephesus, but he didn’t give up. He had to make some changes to deal with obstinate hearts and attitudes, but when the Word was proclaimed, God was glorified and lives were changed. Have you ever seen a life dramatically change by God? Have you experienced a dramatic change in your own life that you would be willing to share?

2. Read Acts 19:13-16. Messing with God can sometimes be dangerous in a negative way. Paul made the Spirit-empowered life look so easy anyone could do it. And we can if we are really Spirit-filled. But faking a filling just doesn’t work—ask the sorely treated sons of Sceva! Why wouldn’t God work through the sons of this chief priest? Weren’t there goals good? Or were they? What were their goals and what light does the knowledge of those goals shed on what happened to them?

3. Read Acts 19:17-22. When God’s power is released through the lives of mere mortals, God is glorified. The Holy Spirit will not participate in something that does not life up Christ or glorify our Heavenly Father. After the sons of Sceva were exposed for the  fakes they were, real revival took place in the community. Are you willing to search your own heart to see if there is something there—a false pride, or desire for personal glory—that interferes with the work of God?

4. Read Ephesians 4:24. The new self is created by God working within us so he can reveal his glory and draw lost people to himself. It is not done by human effort other than the effort required to surrender fully to God’s purifying holiness. When God is allowed to work his miraculous will in our lives amazing things can take place in the lives of ordinary human beings. Are you willing to give God freedom to work in you? Through you?

Prayer Time:

Make this hymn your prayer: “Search me O God and know my heart today. Try me O Savior and know my thoughts I pray. See if there be some wicked way in me. Cleanse me from every sin and set me free.” (Cleanse Me, by J. Edwin Orr)

Visit the Good Word bookstore in the Gathering Area for excellent books that support our teaching ministry. You can also order CDs of the sermon on Sundays you are absent. Or check out our website at www.myfirstchurch.com for sermon pod casts and Sunday bulletins.
— Lead Pastor David Colp

